CHAPTER V
PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS
MENTION India to any group of people in the West and ask
them to write down at once a single word suggested by the
name. If the members of the party are exceptionally up to
date, and somewhat politically-minded, they might to-day
write " independence," The chances are, however, that
the majority of them would write " Rajahs." The two ideas
are so linked in people's minds that they go together like
" cheese " and " crackers." Yet few realise how large a
part the Princely States have played in India's history, or
how rapidly the old Princely India has vanished since the
disappearance of British rule.
At one time there were five hundred and sixty-two separate
states. Each had its own ruler. Now that state of affairs
has become a memory. Within eighteen months or so, the
new Indian Government has ironed the Princely States
out of existence as a power in the sub-continent,
Of course in some cases there was not much needed in
the way of ironing, since the entire state could be dropped
into a fair-sized city park without bulging the boundaries
unduly. At least one used to be given in the books of
reference as having a total population of between twenty
and thirty persons. Others, notably Hyderabad, were not
so easily made to conform to the new pattern; but the
" will of the people " prevailed, especially with the backing
of an army overwhelmingly more powerful than anything
the Princes could muster.
For many years past, everybody outside the states, and
not a few inside them, has been convinced that the Indian
State was an anachronism. Artificial circumstances had
perpetuated enclaves of feudalism inside a country which was
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